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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”°—St. JoHN vii: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER MOSES THATCHER... 


THE following discourse was delivered by Elder Moses Thatcher at the 
Annual Conference of the Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Association, _ 
in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, June 9, 1895: 

During the recent months I have avoided concentration of mind upon 
any given subject. In other words, I have sought to rest not only the 
body, but the mind as well; and I find by experience and observation, 
that the faculties of the mind are not unlike the different functions of the 
body, both requiring exercise in order to give them strength. The athlete 
who expects to perform well on the field of contest, adapts his training 
and the care of his health under established rules. So where we do not 
think intensely, or practice concentration of thought, the mind is apt to 
indicate the consequences. When we speak of the powers of memory, we 
mean that the clear thinker is a hard worker. Thus in the literary field, 
it is said, “hard writing, easy reading; easy writing, hard reading.” We 
often hear it said by young people, that they have not the language with 
which to express their thoughts as they would like to. But thorough 
examination will convince most people that it is not at all the lack of 
language that creates the difficulty; but the lack consists, largely, in 
powers of concentration, and in not having the thoughts well formed. 
Very crude language may be used, and it may be indifferently spoken, but 
if I am familiar with any subject, thoroughly understanding it, 1 will be 
able to convey, without much difficulty, its meaning to the intelligence of 
others. Where the thought is not well defined, and the mind is not well 
focussed, it may be explained that the difficulty arises in conveying it to 
others because the thought is not clear in him who undertakes to explain 
it. The efficiency and success of the Elders in preaching the Gospel of the 
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Son of God, lies in the fact that they understand it. Their souls have 
espoused those principles of equity, justice and righteousness, and they 
fully understand their beauty as laid down by the Master of masters, 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The very simplicity of the language 
used by Him made those glorious truths as forceful and as deeply pro- 
found to the minds of those who were called ignorant, as to the minds 
of those who were classed among the educated. Thus as members of 
Mutual Improvement Associations, it would be well for each of us to 
read nothing lightly. In this respect the modern practice of hastily 
glancing over newspapers has a very injurious effect upon the memory; 
because we read but for the moment. We are often astounded at the 
exhibition of prodigious memory on the part of the few, but when we 
come to look into the methods by which they have acquired that wonder- 
ful degree of mind, with its strength of memory to retain, we find that 
they are close students; that they weigh every word and assimilate every 
thought which they care to remember. They feed on knowledge, whether 
uttered in their hearing or read from manuscript or from printed books. 
The memory day by day strengthens as it is judiciously exercised, just as 
do the functions of the body under scientific training. Upon this point I 
would desire to direct the attention of young men. While the institutions 
of learning as conducted throughout Christendom have largely proven 
ineffectual so far as the development of perfect harmony of the physical, 
mental, and spiritual attributes of the human organism are concerned, it 
has recently come to be understood that no person can be expert, or even 
proficient, who seeks to train the mind in all the vast fields of diversitied 
knowledge. So that while the training of all the faculties necessary to 
the health of the soul and of the intellect and body are requisite, if we 
would become proficient as instructors, or if we would reach the heights 
to which others have climbed, we must choose some branch of learning 
and largely confine our efforts along the lines leading to the highest 
degree of knowledge in that direction. The trouble in the institutions of 
learning among Christian nations has been, the faculties of the mind 
have often been too well developed, while the heart and soul have been 
neglected; the results have shown that many of our most noted institu- 
tions of learning have turned out intellectual giants but moral pigmies. 

The better education is that which takes into consideration the training 
of the head, the heart, and the hand, so that each may be in perfect har- 
mony with the other. It has been said by a wise sage that “we may not 
prevent the birds from flying over our heads, hut we can prevent them 
from building nests in our hair.” Nor is it an impossibility to control, 
largely, the thoughts that enter the heart or soul, any more than it is 
impossible to control the acts of the body; and among us, it is especially 
required that “the spirit of the prophets shall be subject to the prophets.” 
If that is true, then we may Jay a foundation upon which by care, humility, 
and prayer, we can erect a structure of thought that shall bring no re- 
proach upon the thinker, but one that shall tend to purify not only the 
mind, but the body as well. 

But careless, indifferent reading of even good books, will not greatly aid 
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the accomplishment of that desired object. In our desire for knowledge 
we would like to behold the faces of the great men of the earth, we would 
like to hear their voices; and if there is wisdom in what they say, might 
wish to retain it in memory, the storehouse of the mind. That would 
be proper, but how frequently has it occurred to us that the ordinary 
rulers—king, queen, emperor, or president, are not apt to express their 
best thoughts in hotel lobbies, in private apartments, or at a banquet. 
The best thoughts of men have usually been written not with ease, but — 
with care. Ponder over the writings of the historian Carlyle. He has 
written many volumes, and while not claiming ability to criticise such 
authors, [ would say without hesitancy that there is a great deal of chaff 
among the sound and perfect wheat of his garnering. Ruskin, one of the 
foremost poets and thinkers, possibly, of our day, can be said to have 
embodied altogether the best thoughts of his mind in a very small volume; 
and yet the complete works of Ruskin, on art, architecture, science, beauty, 
and religion, compose eleven quite considerable volumes. Spencer, Mills, 
and Huxley have recorded much that appears to me of little value, but 
each has written things of great moment, and while not intended, each 
has recorded thoughts calculated in my view to strengthen faith in the 
Deity and in the religion of Jesus Christ. We sometimes hear young men, 
in passing their opinions on a book they have read, express a liking for 
the work because it expressed just what they had thought, and contained 
the same opinion which had become fixed in them; and they for that 
reason declare the work meritorious. The best books [ have read have 
been written by men who did not think as I thought, but opened up new 
fields, by delving into the very ethics of the subject upon which they 
treated, and spent weary hours in polishing a jewel when found, but at 
no time in their writing expressing the thought that the polish was of 
greater value than the jewel itself. The history of the past may also 
mirror the best thoughts of the present; and a series of mirrors may 
reflect the best thought of the past, present, and future ages. But no 
student of Zion should be ignorant of the fact, that progress along the 
lines of higher civilization and of purer religion cannot be accomplished 
in this bright world unless there shall be an increase of faith and ability 
to believe in a Supreme Being—matchless, infinite, and faultless. A faith- 
less nation never yet accomplished anything worthy to be preserved upon 
the pages of history, either in war, statesmanship, or religion. God our 
Heavenly Father, who created the heavens and the earth, and the fount- 
ains of water, may pass for a time unnoticed and unrebuked our careless- 
ness, indifference, and even idolatry, so long as we err thoughtlessly and 
ignorantly. I am profoundly impressed with the thought that He is 
moved with compassion and pity for the ignorant. But when we come 
knowingly to give ourselves to idolatrous worship, pronouncing images 
divine made by the hands of men, and formed from wood, wax, or stone, 
while knowing better, then we have a class of idolatry that is self-deceiving 
and therefore ruinous to the best emotions of the soul. Largely that is 
the condition of the Christian world to-day. They teach that which they 
do not believe, and the precepts of men they palm off for the doctrines 
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of Christ. Here in these mountains we have gathered the youth of Zion 
from the various parts of the habitable world, and from the spirit world; 
we thus have the nucleus of a new growth, the foundation of which must 
be laid in those powers which are not confined to this world, but extend to 
the whole universe. Faith is the first principle of the Gospel and the best 
gift of God our Father to His children, being the key of knowledge, which 
is the source of life. In the development of true belief, we discover the 
higher characteristics of true education, in the acquirement of which we 
should look with care to the class of books we read, and we must be care- 
ful of how we read them. I believe that we are on the very threshold of 
a period when prophets, as well as poets, will become more numerous than 
they have been. I believe we are not far from a period when all Saints, 
from the inmost depth of their hearts, will repeat the saying of the ancient 
sage: “Would God that all the Lord’s people were prophets.” We need 
the spirit of prophecy which is not only a testimony of the divinity of 
Christ and His mission, but is also a discerner of things with which we 
are surrounded, possessing the power of just and keen criticism—if you 
will allow me to use the term, which shall easily separate the tares that 
are mixed with the wheat, and while rejecting evil holds fast to all good. 
I need not recommend to the youth of Zion a careful reading of the 
Scriptures. That, I take it, they have done already. The Bible, the old 
and the new testaments, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, 
the Pear] of Great Price, and the sayings of the servants of God recorded 
in the Journal of Discourses, are not to be read lightly. We are not to 
suppose that we can easily fathom the expressions of the Spirit, while 
tinding it difficult to comprehend the thoughts of wise men. We cannot 
read revelation as we read the words of fiction. We should have some 
comprehension of the conditions under which expressions were uttered, of 
the style of government under which the people lived to whom they were 
uttered. The weightier things of God, upon which we look as the anchors 
of the soul, should be reflected upon from every conceivable standpoint. 
And while, as membe7s of the Mutual Improvement Association, we are 
undergoing this system of training, judgment should be turned inward, 
and not outward. Each day we should be able to weigh with impartial 
judgment, as far as that may be possible, what we have done, what we 
have said—regarding the force of example, as being more effective as a 
means of education than precept can possibly be. Weigh the saying, 
“Let there be light and there was light.” That may be flippantly thrown 
from the lips, and it may carry no weight to the mind; but when you 
come to comprehend the power, the vastness of reach to be within the 
grasp of Him whose words the universe obeyed, then you have a faint 
idea of the limitless power of Him who uttered those words. And in 
that other saying, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” When we reflect upon profound say- 
ings of that nature, having relation not only to time, but to eternity, we 
begin to understand in part the means through which Mormonism has 
startled the world. How barren, how unsatisfactory, the world’s compre- 
hension of the hereafter is! What do our Christian friends know respect- 
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ing those bonds that are not broken in time or eternity, as to the redemp- 
tion of the soul, the repentance of spirits beyond the grave, eternal love 
reaching after every child of the great God, until every opportunity shall 
be afforded to all desiring the highest degree of intelligence, exaltation, 
power, glory, and happiness? To us have been revealed unions that bind 
husbands and wives, fathers, mothers, and children, not alone for time, 
but throughout the endless ages of eternity. The keys of endless lives 
have been given to this people, without money, and to some they seemed 
of little value, even by so-called Latter-day Saints. I would, therefore, 
beseech members of the Mutual Improvement Association, to review the 
past, to prepare themselves for future examination, by starting at the 
first principles of the Gospel, calling to memory those sacred doctrines 
which once were understood and frequently enunciated, that they may 
have a renewed weight upon the heart and mind; for we cannot close our 
eyes to the fact that while we hope our organizations may be the means 
of converting many people who come to these mountain valleys, they also 
hope to make converts from the Latter-day Saints. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Expers J. D. Leg and A. B. Call write from Cambridge, October 4, as 
follows: In the issue of the Star of July 4, appeared an article relative 
to the work here. Feeling sure that the readers of that paper are look- 
ing for another report from Cambridge, we take pleasure in furnishing 
the following: We have been informed by a prominent local business 
man that the large and enthusiastic audiences we had at the time referred 
to by the former correspondent, were due to the fact that a number of 
ministers and under-graduates notified their respective congregations that 
they were going to ask those Mormon Elders some questions which would 
confound thei; and invited their congregation to come out and witness the 
“fun.” Failing in their object these learned divines warned their flocks 
against listening to us, telling thei that we were the “false teachers,” 
spoken of in the Scriptures, which should arise and, “if possible deceive 
the very elect.” Since then scandalous lies have been circulated regarding 
our people, until at the present time it is next to an impossibility to get 
an audience to listen to us. At our last meeting held in Cambridge, the 
real feeling of the people was made manif2st. We took our regular stand 
at 7:30 p.m., the usual hour, and commenced our meeting. There were 
hundreds, and we think we are safe in saying a thousand people, passed 
within twenty feet of us and not a soul of mature years stopped more than 
five minutes to listen to us. They seemed to stop only long enough to 
recognize us as those “Mormons” whom they had previously heard preach- 
ing there. While they were passing, such remarks as the following fell upon 
our ears: “Come along, it’s only those ‘Mormons.’” “Go it, ‘Mormon!’” 
“Well, ‘Mormons,’ your congregation is not so large to night!” etc. Many 
other sneering and contemptuous remarks were made. We are known to 
& great many people here, who point us out to their friends as we walk 
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along the streets. Some have forbidden their families to attend our 
meetings. We have adopted the plan of distributing tracts and getting 
conversations where we can in town during the week, until Friday, when 
we go to sonie neighboring village, tract it and give notice of an open-air 
meeting on the following Sunday. By this method we have been more 
successful in getting the people to listen to us. We believe our labors 
here will not be in vain, for we have several intelligent men, among whom 
is a Primitive Methodist Minister, reading our works and investigating 
our doctrines. 

Elders Jesse R. Burbridge and Alfred Gadd, write the following from 
Croyden, Cambridgeshire, October 7, 1895: We have labored in the Nor- 
wich Conference for nineteen months, and have been traveling companions 
since June 28, of this year. ‘The experience we are getting is something 
which money could not buy. We have never seen the day when we 
_ regretted leaving home and family for the sake of the truth and the spread 
of the Gospel. On September 29, we had the pleasure of holding an open- 
air meeting in an old stone quarry in a village called Orwell. Elders Lee 
and Call of Cambridge were present. We had two hundred and twenty- 
five attentive listeners to whom we bore a faithful testimony of the res- 
toration of the Gospel and the divine mission of Joseph Smith. This was 
done with hearts full of emotion, since we knew that both our fathers had 
stood on the same spot fifty years ago for the purpose of preaching the 
same Gospel; we think, however, that their success was greater than ours, 
for truly it now seems as though the harvest is over and we are but the 
gleaners. Still we meet with some encouragement, as we find a few good 
honest souls waiting and longing for the everlasting Gospel, and they 
receive it with joy when they hear its principles preached. Our greatest 
opponents we find are the clergy—professors of Christianity—who instead 
of pointing out to us what they consider our errors, hunt up anti-Mormon 
literature of the vilest kind and circulate it among those who are disposed 
to be friendly towards us, thus poisoning the minds of the people against 
us. In one instance the reverend gentleman was told to take his reading 
matter home as the family had no use for it and refused to read it. We 
expect opposition and it often does good, and helps to spread the truth. 
We feel well braced up in the faith and ask God to give us strength and 
light according to our need. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A Babylonian tablet in the British Museum, which has just been deciphered, has an 
account of the death of King Sennacherib, almost identical with that in the Bible (II 
Kings, xix: 37). 

Krupp, the cannon king, has set aside 1,000,000 marks as a fund for the benefit of his 
employees. In addition to this he gave on Sedan day 100 marks to each of the 1,620 | 
veterans of the war of 1870 working for him. 


German chemists have succeeded in obtaining from Irish peat an antiseptic ‘* wool,” for 
dressing wounds. This possesses such absorbent qualities that it will soak up nine times 
its weight of moisture. The French Government has adopted this ‘“‘ wool” as a substitute 
for lint. 
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Acetylene, the brilliant new gas, can be easily liquefied and stored until needed. When 
it is to be used the pressure is lessened, and it becomes gaseous again. It gives more than 
ten times the light of coal gas burned in the best burners. 

Miss Lucretia Estes, who lives at Head-of-the-Bay, near Rockland, Me., is in her one 
hundred and first year, and reads and sews without spectacles. Next door to her lives 
Mrs. Mary Hix, who is ninety-two years old, and whose eyesight is as good as Miss Estes’s. 

The s+lection of the thistle as the emblem of Scotland is accounted for upon historical 
grounds: One time during the old Northern wars the invading Danes stole a march upon 
the Scots and would have surprised and massacred them, but that a Danish soldier set 
his bare foot on a thistle, and his shriek of pain alarmed the threatened camp, and after a 
short but fierce battle the enemy was driven away. 

Moses Chamberlain, now living at Milton, Pa , enjoys the distinction, it is said, of being 
a brother of aman who was killed in battle 118 years ago. Such a thing would seem 
impossible at first thought, but it is a fact. Mr. Chamberlain is eighty-three years old, 
and was born thirty-five years after the battle of Germantown (1777,) in which his brother, 
eighteen years old, lost his life. The latter was the oldest of twenty-four children, and 
Mr. Chamberlain is the youngest. 


Practically all the wood used in making spools for thread in the United States and 
Great Britain is cut in Maine forests, but so great is the amount of lumber required each 
year for the making of these seemingly insignificant articles that Maine will not be able 
to supply the raw material much longer. The spools are made of birchwood, and the 
birch of the Maine forests is the best for the purpose. More than two million feet of 
lumber is shipped to Scotland every year for the use of the great thread manufactories 
there, and almost as much is supplied to domestic manufacturers. The business began in 
Maine twenty-five years ago, and land that was cut over at that time is now well covered 
with young trees, but not for twenty-five years more will this timber be fit to cut. 


A new method of preserving meat, proposed by Dr. Walker, of Monaco, consists in 
washing it with an antiseptic liquid that may be removed with warm water, and then 
keeping it in air freed from bacteria. A two per cent. solution of per-sulphate of sodium 
has been found a satisfactory liquid. The meat, first placed in a specially devised 
chamber capable of being hermetically closed, is covered with the antiseptic, which is 
drawn off through a cock at the end of every ten minutes, when warm water is admitted 
through another cock and allowed to run as long as it brings away any trace of the chem- 
ical. The air, which enters the chamber through a tube, is thoroughly purified by first 
passing through sulphuric acid or some other antiseptic, The germs of fermentation in 
the meat being destroyed, and all the manipulations having been carried oa in a sterilized 
atmosphere, the meat may be left jr. the closed chamber six months or more with the 
assurance that it will continue fresh and unchanged. 


Everyone who has had much to do with machinery recognizes the importance of a 
proper rhythm in the sounds mad ,, by it, since the first indication that something has 
gone wrong is often afforded by ac Seam in the regular beat of the moving parts. It is 
one thing, however, to notice such a change, and another to interpret it properly. This 
usually requires an expert, the nearest of whom may be hundreds of miles away from the 
point where the trouble has arisen. The Knowles Steam Pump Works, of New York 
and London, have brought to notice an instance in which the phonograph was employed 
to diagnose the complaint of a large water-works pump supplied by them to the Ricks 
Water Company’s station on Elk River, California. The pump in question had been in 
use many years, but recently went wrong. The manager was unable to locate the cause 
of the trouble, and the expense of bringing out an expert from New York would have 
been very great. He accordingly made use of a phonograph, describing in the first place 
the symptoins of the pump, following which was a record of the sounds given forth during 
working. The record was forwarded to New York, where the expert of the constructing 
firm had no difficulty in arriving at a correct conclusion as to the cause of the trouble, 
and in suggesting remedies which have proved effective. 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1895. 


PERFECT TRUST. 


Last winter a man came to this office, after having attended a meeting in 
which the remark was made that the ancient gifts and blessings of the 
Church were enjoyed by the Latter-day Saints, and he wanted some of 
the Elders to try to work a miracle upon him. He was troubled with a 
certain malady, and was anxious to be healed. He was questioned as to 
whether he had faith in the ordinances of the Gospel, and in answer said 
that he had read in our books and also had heard it stated by several 
members of the Church that manifestations of the power of God had been 
given in numerous intances, and he wished to see if he could be benefited ; 
at any rate there would be no harm in trying. He was further asked if 
he had been baptized into the Church, and gave a negative reply. When 
questioned for the reason of this he said that if the miracle should be 
successful he was willing to be baptized, though it would have to be done 
secretly, as he would not dare to let his folks know that such a step had 
been taken by him. 

It is needless to say that the request was not granted in this instance. 
It would be a very great miracle if any one in a frame of mind like that 
described should ever receive the least benefit from an ordinance of the 
Church. Experimenting in that way is not the method to prove whether 
the promises of God will be fulfilled. Should desired results follow, the 
effects would be disastrous, for in that case doubt and unbelief and a 
desire to experiment and trifle with sacred things would be rewarded in 
preference to faith and trust in God and His promises. While it is just 
as certain that no jot or tittle of the word of the Lord shall fall to the 
ground unfulfilled as it is that any result will flow from its natural cause, 
yet it must not be forgotten that faith in the power of God is an absolute 
requirement for obtaining the promises made with regard to healing the 
sick, or other extraordinary manifestations. Unless a man is willing to 
obey principles and ordinances of the Gospel, and more particularly if he 
is in a frame of mind that desires to test the Lord, it is folly to expect 
that any good will come to him through a sacred ordinance. 

What is required by the Almighty is a perfect reliance on His promises, 
even when to all natural appearances the opposite of their fulfilment will 
take place. In addition to this is demanded a willingness to comply with 
all the laws of the Lord, without a desire to direct the Almighty, or dic- 
tate terms to Him in any manner. It is because of this that the righteous 
have their faith increased by manifestations from above, and the wicked 
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become more confirmed in their unbelief after attempting to obtain a 
miraculous sign: the first receive what they desire and the latter do not. 

Again, any one who is afraid to have it known that he is a believer in 
the doctrines of Christ, could not consistently expect to receive such great 
blessings as one who shrinks not from any test of his faith. It may be, 
and no doubt is, necessary in many instances for people not to proclaim 
from the housetops that they have become the true followers of Christ, 
yet when such a step has been taken the feeling that should animate the 
breast ought to lead one to say that if the test comes he will boldly meet 
the consequences; one who does this will be much happier and more con- 
tented than if he were continually in dread of discovery. There is no 
doubt that the trial will come some time. Every member of the Church 
will experierce it sooner or later in one form or another, and blessed is he 
who while pondering upon the severe ordeal] can say: “I am ready to pass 
through it.” As soon as one has reached this state of mind there is 
nothing for him to dread, and he will grow very fast in the knowledge of 
the truth. 

The favorable circumstances in which the Saints are placed to-day are 
the results of trusting in God. Had they been less zealous and trustful at 
the time of emigrating, they would have fallen by the way-side. Were it 
possible to imagine the failure of faith in all the people, there would have 
been no Zion, since natural man pronounced it impossible for any number 
of inhabitants to obtain a livelihood in the barren wastes of the American 
desert, which are now pronounced so beautiful by visitors from all parts of - 
the world. Even those who were members of the Church very likely had but 
a slight idea of the great blessings which they and their posterity would 
receive for their sacrifice and trust in the promises of the Lord. 

The strides forward which the Saints are taking in every direction 
can be attributed to nothing more nor less than their trust in God and 
their obedience to the Gospel of Jesus. To become Latter-day Saints, 
there are still sacrifices required, and no doubt there always will be, such as 
@ majority of mankind is not willing to make; but on the other hand those 
not members of the Church who see what is being accomplished by the 
Saints are led to wish that they could share in the benefits. They feel 
that there is a power in Mormonism not to be found among any other 
people. 

The missionaries do not promise the world that their earthly condition 
shall be bettered by becoming Latter-day Saints. Any one who would 
join the Church with that object in view would no doubt be greatly dis- 
appointed ; and yet it is a fact that thousands have experienced this happy 
result, and are to-day led to thank God for the step that they took in past 
years. They obeyed the Gospel, were willing to live in poverty all their 
lives if necessary, and under the ban of their families, associates, and 
friends, were ready to follow Christ through tribulation, and He has abun- 
dantly rewarded them. They were weighed in the balance and were not 
found wanting. | 

Such a trust is demanded of all who desire to become partakers of the 
blessings of the Gospel; they must say and feel and be what God requires 
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of them. One who joins the Church simply as a result of seeing a miracle 
performed, or because he desires to witness one, will fall away, for God will 
not hold him in the Church by this method; he who becomes 8 Latter-day 
Saint for no other reason than to better his financial condition in the world, 
will leave the Church before his object is attained, unless he comes into 
possession of a different spirit, for it is more than probable that he would 
be tested in that very thing and kept in poverty for a longer time than he 
had calculated upon. So itis in everything excepta love for the right, and 
a desire to obey God at the expense of all other considerations that can be 
made. B. 


How easily men can be Jed into making rash assertions when they 
desire to uphold a pet theory is illustrated by a story that comes from 
America. Professor J. L. Wortman of Columbia College, New York, took 
a trip to the western states, and while traveling in Wyoming discovered 
a skeleton at the head of Bitter Creek. He pronounced it the bones of the 
“missing link” and gravely stated that the animal must have lived about 
150,000 years ago. A report of the discovery was given to the press and 
the skeleton was carefully packed up and sent to the museum in New 
York. The Professor among other things said: “The form of the Wyom- 
ing specimen does not betoken a very manlike appearance, and, considering 
the extreme antiquity of the specimen in question, no one who is at all 
familiar with paleontological evidence would expect such a thing. The 
changes were extremely slow and gradual, and when we go back almost 
to the dawn of man’s existence we do not expect to find, nor would it be 
in keeping with the story of other well known groups of animals to find, 
the specialized, or highly developed, coming before the primitive types. 
The Wyoming find, as I have already said, will throw a great deal of much- 
needed light upon the early development and connection of the primitive 
group. This I regard as of as much importance in deciphering the ances- 
try of the human species as the discovery of those links which tend to 
connect man with the monkeys.” Had the finding of these bones been 
delayed for half a century the report of it would no doubt have been 
hailed with delight by evolutionists as another evidence in favor of their 
doctrines. Unfortunately for these wiseacres, however, it now transpires 
that there are several cowboys in Wyoming who recall the fact that one 
of their number owned a pet monkey which died about twelve years ago, 
and they declare that the skeleton discovered is nothing more nor less 
than the remains of this animal. What a derisive laugh would go up from 
the agnostics were religious people to base their faith on such flimsy 
evidence! 


RELEASE.—Elder Louis Bringhurst, who has been laboring as Traveling 
Elder in the Cheltenham Conference, received a telegram stating that 
there was sickness in his family and asking him to come home. He was 
accordingly released and left for home on September 26. 


InisH CoNFERENCE Notice.—The Irish Conference will be held at No. 17 
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Cluan Place, Mount Pottinger Junction, Belfast, on Sunday November 10, 
1895. Meetings will begin at 11, a.m., and 6:30 p.m. 


IN EARLY DAYS. 


Home Lire In THE PIONEER Fort. 

I ARRIVED in Salt Lake Valley with my husband and family, on the even- 
ing of the 6th of October, 1847, and camped on the Old Fort grounds. 
Only those who have had a similar experience, can realize how our hearts 
were filled with gratitude to our Heavenly Father, that He had preserved 
our lives, and that we had met with no accident during our long and peril- 
ous journey of nearly four months through an unknown and uninhabited 
country. 

Like the rest of the company, our tent was pitched, wagon-boxes were 
set upon logs for our sleeping-rooms, and we prepared to be as comfortable 
as possible, under the circumstances, feeling that here was to be our future 
home. The weather being mild and pleasant, the brethren immediately 
went to work to get out logs, make adobes, and prepare to build houses 
for their families. You must remember, my young readers, there were no 
trees, no houses, nothing at all for our comfort or sustenance, but what we 
brought with us in our wagons one thousand miles. There were no saw- 
mills, no lumber, and only the simplest of mechanic’s tools. 

It may be interesting to those who never saw a saw-pit, to describe one, 
that they may know how logs were sawed and lumber manufactured in. 
those early days. In the first place a trench was dug about as deep as a 
man’s shoulders, and a number of feet long. Strong trestles were built 
over the pit on which to place the log to be sawed. The saw was a long 
one, with handles across either end. When the log was placed upon the 
trestles, one man would stand upon top of the log, the other in the trench; 
then one would pull the saw up, the other down, and this slow process 
was the only way we had to get lumber in those days. 

Mr. Horne succeeded in building two small log rooms that season for our 
family, which consisted of my husband, myself, four children, and Brother 
and Sister Robert Holmes, whom we brought with us, and when we 
moved into the house there were neither doors, windows, nor floors. But 
as soon as the lumber could be sawed we had doors made, and a window 
of six small lights was put in each room. Our floors were made of hewed 
logs called “Missouri puncheons.” 

As the climate to all appearances was very dry, the roofs were built 
nearly flat. They were made of split poles laid across the logs, then a 
thick covering of coarse grass, and on the top of that a thick layer of dirt. 
I can assure you we were very thankful for even such rude houses after 
living in tents and wagon-boxes for so many months. 

I will try to describe some of the furniture we had, as all we could bring 
with us was onechair. Holes were bored in the logs of the house, in which 
poles were inserted, and posts were set upon the floor to hold the other end 
of the poles; rope or raw-hide was stretched across these, which formed 
our bedsteads. Two small poles putin the logs the same way, with a pack- 
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ing box laid on its side was our cupboard, with a calico curtain before it 
to keep out the dirt. Stools were made for seats, boxes used for tables 
until enough lumber was sawed to make tables, and we began to feel a 
little comfortable. 

But alas! this did not last long. In the beginning of March we had a 
severe storm of rain and sleet, completely saturating the roofs, so that it 
rained as fast in the house as it did outside. The first consideration was 
to secure our provisions, for they were our salvation. Buffalo robes and 
all available covering were brought into use for protection. We were ina 
bad situation. Mr. Horne tacked wagon covers to the roof and at the foot 
of the bed to let the water run off on to the floor. We had an oil-cloth 
table cover which he tacked over our heads where we ate, emptying the 
water into buckets every little while. Wraps and umbrellas were used 
while doing our cooking and housework. | 

This storm lasted ten days. Almost everything in the house was wet. 
It rained on us in the house for some time after it had abated outside. 
The first day after the storm ceased the whole fort had all kinds of clothing 
hung out to dry. It looked like a variety rag fair. It was really laugh- 
able to see them. We had only got things dry and put in order when a 
terrible storm passed over City Creek Canyon. A cloud burst, and the 
water came rushing down to the Fort, pouring into some of the houses. 
Our floor had two or three inches of water over it. 

As Spring opened there were other difficulties to meet and overcome. 
Snakes came crawling out of the ground around our houses, terrifying the 
children. These were soon killed or frightened away. Mice also came out 
of the ground by thousands; and were a terrible scourge. Before we were 
aware of it, they had got into our trunks and boxes, eating our clothing, 
and making sad havoc of everything they could destroy. Falling down 
on us from the roof, running over us by night, crawling into our coats and 
wraps hanging on the walls, and running up the sleeves and backs when 
we put them on to go out. As “necessity is the mother of invention,” a 
variety of traps were soon made, the most effectual one being very simple, 
and which I will describe. A piece of thin board about a foot and a half 
long, and six inches wide, was whittled off round at each end, leaving the 
middle four inches long. A little grease was put on the edges of the wide 
part, which was then laid over a pail of water. When the mice ran to get 
the grease the board turned and tipped them into the water. Dozens were 
killed in an evening. 

Sister Haight brought a cat with her. I gave fifty cents for one of her 
kittens when it was three weeks old, and she proved very useful. From 
her I supplied several of my neighbors with cats, which, with the traps, 
soon began to diminish the troublesome little pests. Then we had an 
awful time with bed-bugs. The timber of which our houses were built 
was full of them, and it was years before they were entirely subdued. 

The cattle being worked down were very poor, the beef had to be boiled 
all day to make it tender enough to eat. Our cow had to work in the yoke, 
and consequently went dry, so we had neither milk nor butter. I had to 
make gruel out of shorts for my children to break their bread in for supper 
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and breakfast. We had a little meat for dinner: no vegetables, but a few 
segoes and parsnips which the boys dug. The segoes are quite nice when 
fresh cooked, being very mucilaginous. They go thick and ropy when 
cold. Our rations of flour were weighed out to us every week. 

For lights in the house we twisted rags and put them in a saucer, floured 
some lard which we had brought with us, upon it, and then lit the rag. 
We could bleach ashes to make soap, but where to get the grease from we 
did not know, and to this day I cannot tell, only I know that the Lord did 
provide. 

One circumstance I will relate. One day a herd of deer came running 
across the valley, and not being used to meeting with any obstruction were 
so bewildered and frightened that one of them jumped right over one of 
the houses into the Fort. Brother A. Brower went into the house, got his 
gun and shot the deer. Wehad the privilege of eating some of the venison, 
which was very nice after eating poor beef so long. 

Sister Leonora Taylor had brought a piece of bolting cloth with her. One 
of the men made a frame, tacked the cloth on it, making a sieve, which 
was borrowed all around the Fort when the sisters wanted to make a few 
white biscuits. 

We had little time for amusements the first year. Men, women, and 
children had to work to keep things in order. Yet we felt free and happy, 
having no fear of mobs. Small gardens were fenced off in front of our 
houses, with willows and brush, where we planted flower seeds and vegeta- 
bles, which grew finely. But very few vegetables could be eaten; they © 
must go to seed for another year. I believe Sister Leonora Taylor was 
among the first, if not the very first, to plant apple and other fruit seeds. 
The trees were trans-planted on to their lot in the Fourteenth Ward, where 
they grew to be very large trees, and produced fine large fruit of excellent 
flavor. 

A mountaineer from Fort Hall brought some groceries on pack mules. 
We were all needing them, but had to pass through an unpleasant ordeal 
to get some. I with other sisters have stood an hour and a half, or longer, 
to take our turn; then each one could only have a pint of very brown 
sugar, for which we had to pay one dollar. Coffee was the same price; 
other things in proportion. 

To make our house look a little more finished, I got a little skim milk 
from a neighbor, who was fortunate enough to have sume, put some red 
lead and lamp black into it, and took a rag and painted the doors and 
frames with it, which made them more home-like and saved labor. We 
had several bunches of cotton yarn with us. One of the apostles proposed 
making a fish net to see if we could catch fish to help out with our poor 
beef. The yarn was twisted and the net made, one hundred yards long. 
I knit twenty-five yards, Brother John Taylor’s family the rest. When it 
was finished Brother Taylor and a number of other brethren went to 
Jordan River one evening to try the seine to see if it would work right. 
Myself and family had just retired for the night when I heard a heavy 
rumbling sound in the earth, coming from the west. Soon it struck the 

ouse. I felt a dizzy sensation, as though I was pitching over the bed 
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backwards. I called to sister Holmes, who was sleeping in the next room. 
She was speechless with fright. It was a shock of earthquake, but only 
lasted a few seconds. Others felt the shock heavy enough to rattle dishes. 

Our vines were very productive. Melons, pumpkins, and squash were 
ripening. As soon as they were ripe, we boiled the melon juice down toa 
syrup, in our wash boiler, pared the rinds, put them into the syrup, and 
made preserves, which were very tasty. The next process was making 
cornstalk molasses, in*the same way, which was thickened with squash and 
pumpkin. So we had melon preserves and squash butter. For coffee, 
beans, peas, and sliced carrots were used, with a little molasses boiled in 
it for sweetening. In this way everyone was kept busy. We only had time 
to make a friendly call on each other to see how we succeeded under diffi- 
culties. Still we were happy and enjoyed ourselves, full of faith and hope 
for the future. The Lord preserved us in health in a wonderful manner 
during these trying scenes. Crops were beginning to ripen when swarms 
of crickets took possession of our fields, covering our grain likea black pall. 
Starvation stared us in the face. Still our faith did not fail. Soon gulls 
came from Salt Lake and devoured the crickets, and our crops were saved. 
Just as sure as the Lord sent quail to feed the children of Israel in the 
wilderness, so sure | am He sent the gulls to save our crops in this barren 
valley, where we were one thousand miles from any supplies in the East, 
and seven hundred from the West. We must have starved if the Lord had 
not sent us deliverance. When the crops were gathered we held a grand 
harvest home, all joining in praise and thanksgiving to our Heavenly 
Father for His protection and blessings upon us. Our crops were light, 
still we had some to spare to the emigrating Saints when they came in. 
Wheat was traded for flour and a few groceries, and with a little milk and 
butter occasionally, with our melon preserves, helped us out the next year 
though we had to be very economical to make our provisions last until 
another harvest. 

I have an old-fashioned rush-bottom arm-chair made in the Fort over 
forty-five years ago, which I am keeping as a relic of hard times. 

We had more time for amusements this year, having our social parties, 
dancing parties, etc. The morning President Young was expected in, 
Apostle Taylor and others started out on horseback to meet him, Brother 
Taylor riding a Spanish pony. As they were riding across the Fort, his 
horse reared up and fell over backwards upon him, and he was obliged to 
be helped back to the house, as he was hurt too much to proceed, though 
his injuries were not dangerous. I was present when President Yonng 
called to see him. He made the remark that the horses were like the 
Spanish people, only the people had the stiffness in their necks and the 
horses had it in their legs. 

Our house was moved from the Fort to our city lot in March, 1849. 
Many other incidents might be mentioned, but [ have already made this 
article to long. I can truly testify that the prophecy of Brother Heber C. 
Kimball, that goods would be sold here before five years cheaper than they 
were in the East, was literally fulfilled within the time mentioned. I can 
truly testify that in all the hardships and privations we had to pass 
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through (the half cannot be told) there was no murmuring nor complaint. 
We met together as one family, meeting each other as a brother and a 
friend, where we were free from mobs _ strife to worship the Lord 
according to the dictates of our own consciences.—M. ISaABELLA HoRrNkE, tn 
Juvenile Instructor. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A new canal and reservoir are being constructed near Goshen. 

The Oquirrh Hotel Company is the name of an organization lately incorporated in Salt 
Lake City. 

Henry J. Thomas, father of ex-Governor Arthur L. Thomas, died in Salt Lake City on 
the 25th of September, at the age of 77. 

The Ogden City Council is discussing the proposition to reduce the salaries of city 
officers in various proportions from ten to twenty-five per cent. 

The Provo W olen Mills Company has received large orders for goods to be sent to 
California. Since the Militia of that state was supplied with cloth for uniforms from this 
institution, the goods from it have been growing in favor on the Pacific Coast. 


Professor Gleason, the famous horse trainer, has been giving a series of exhibitions of his 
skill in Salt Lake City, Horses that had defied all the powers of their owners to tame 
them were conquered in a few minutes by this expert. He has been in Salt Lake City 
once before. 


On October 1, the prohibition against duck-hunting expires, and as a result there were 
hundreds of sportsmen who took advantage of the opportunity to go after the game. 
Wild fowls are said to be more plentiful this season than for many years and the supply 
of this kind of meat is therefore more abundant than usual. r 

Patriarch George W. Brimhall, of Spanish Fork, passed away at his home on September 
30, at the age of nearly 81. He had been connected with the Church since the days of 
Nauvoo and had devoted his life to the cause in many positions. He was the father of 
Professor George H. Brimhall of the Brigham Young Academy. 


United States Senator John B. Gordon gave an eloquent lecture in Salt Lake City on 
September 30, his subject being the ‘‘ Last Days of the Confederacy.” Asan introduction 
he spoke for a short time in referring pleasantly to Utah and her entrance into the Union, 
promising to give all the assistance in his power to the new and vigorous commonwealth. 

In accordance with the general expectation, Zion’s Co-operative Mercantile Institution 
has been re-incorporated. The term mentioned for it to run this time is fifty years. The 
principal place of business will, as heretofore, be at Salt Lake City. The amount of 
capital Stock is $1,077,000 divided into shares valued at $100 each. The officers consist 
of thirteen directors, a president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer. 

The stockholders of the Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming Railroad company authorized 
the issuing of bonds from the proceeds of which the first division of the road will be built. 
The proposed route is from Rawlins, Wyoming, through Fourmile placers, Craig, and 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado, to Ashley, Utah. This will give an outlet for the surplus 
products of Uintah County, and will no doubt greatly assist in developing that locality. 


At the the irrigation Congress held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, recently, the Utah 
delegation was received with more than ordinary cordiality. Hon. George Q. Cannon in 
reporting to Governor West says that Utah’s methods of forming canal companies, and of 
confining land owners to comparatively smal] holdings was heartily endorsed and com- 
mended. The delegates were all treated with kindness and hospitality and came away 
with a much better idea of the country surrounding Albuquerque than they had previ- 
ously entertained. 


